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Actually, I'm enough of an academic to believe that ideas are even 
more powerful than nuclear weapons. -- - John Polanyi 

C O L E ' - S N O T E 

I would like to share with 
you exerpts from a book, 
"Salute Your Shorts", a 
humourous look at summer 
camp, with s'light changes 
by yours truly. I have no -
idea where you can obtain 
this book; it was - sent to 
me by a friend in the 
United States. 

Swimmi_ng 

The most terrifying and 
despised activity. at camp 
is instructionq-l swim. It 
is exhausting and tedious 
and many of the skills are 
utterly pointless, but more 
than anything else, the 
lake is cold: you jump in 
and your eyes - bulge, your 
lungs contract and your 
skin screams. Do the 
counsellors appreciate the 
problem of dodging ice 
chunks in the water? No, 
in fact they insist • on 
accentuating the chill by 
making the campers get in 
and ou.t of the w;ater all 
lesson long. - Though 
seemingly a respite from 

the competitive nature of 
most camp activi~ies, in 
fact, degradation is acute 
in swimming. A readily 
identifiable caste system 
is devised, and some may go 
where others may not. 
However, unlike the Indian 
hierarchy,. these divisions 
are ba$ed on ability rather 
th~n birthright. They also 
have unbelievable names. 

Guppies, Minnows and 
Sea Slugs 

The children in these pre
beginner groups do not 
belong in camp. Nonethe
less, here they are and 
often enough, no amount of 
coaxing and cajoling can 
get these kids to pierce 
the surface. The counsel
lors show them how to blow 
bubbles, splash and play 
with them hoping to shame 
them · into going into the 
water. They will even say, 
"There's money on the 
bottom". These kids are 
allowed in the shallow area 
only where the water 
do~sn't ~ome, above thejr 
waLsts. Thats far enough. 

Don't drink from this area. 

Perch, Turtles and 
Flounders 

Beginner classes ~re rife 
with every conceivable type 
of swim aid: rubber clamps 
on the nose, sponges in the 
ears, a pair of goggles for 
watching underwater, per
sonal flotation devices, 
flutter _boards, water 
wings, bubbles ... All of 
these- are pa,inted day-glow 
orange so that advanced 
swimmers can more easily , 
t _ease the beginners and 
also so that the ski boats 
can spot these kids when 
they float out of the swim
ming area. 

Trout, Swordfish and 
Anchovies 

Also known as · advanced 
beginners. This group is 
exactly · the same as the 
beginners but they get much 
better looking patches at 
the end of the summer . and 
their parents get an illu
sion of progress. 



Flying Fish, Sting Rays 
and Whales 

The Intermediates learn the 
true pleasure of swimming, 
floating on their backs. 
It's not easy but once mas 
tered it allows , you to 
float along blissfully and 
without effort, plus keep
ing your face out of the 
water. You can use the 
stomac h as a handy place t o 
r e st a plate of french 
fries '. 

Do lphins , Porpoises 
and Tuna 

The advanced swimmers nave 
l earned every t hing that is 
necessary to _s urvive and 
have fun in t he water, but 
no-one gets out of instruc
tional swim . To ensure 
that every camper dips 
daily into t h e frosty 
water, the i n structor now 
takes up such s t rokes as 
the butterfl y, reverse 
crawl and i nverted breast 
strokes. The bu t t erfly· is 
the most Yu t i le form of 
transportation invented 
since the pogo s t ick. It 
is an exhausting me t hod of 
staying i n one place, 
achieved by swinging both 
arms in arch ing circles, 
buckin g t h e _ h ips and 
b r eat hing when a n d if your 
heacl will pop out of t h e 
water. I t got i t s n ame 
f r om the f ac t that wh e n 
butterfl i es . land in the 
wat e r the powder c ome s off 
their wings and drown. 

Sharks, Barracudas 
and Piranhas 

Fittingly, the most advan
c ed group take s their name 
f rom on e of the se a s ' 
deadly p r e da t ors . , These 
c l a s ses ar e devot ed t o 
met hods of water s a fety and 
life saving. Among the 

techniques learned are how 
to inflate -long pants, a 
shirt and a pair of work 
boots to keep afloat and -
how , to throw an empty 
clorox bottle to a drowning 
swimmer. If yo·u fall into 
the water wearing a suit, 
or witness a drowning while 
you are working i n t~e 
camp's laundry, that's 
great; otherwise, you might 
as well be swimming the 
butte rfly stroke . 

Do the s e descript i ons br ing 
back me mories .of a l l t he 
swi m classes that we went 
through? "Salute Your 

' Shorts" is a terrific funny 
book, and I will try to 
ffnd out where we can get a 
number of copies of it to 
sell at the OCA Conference. 

See you next month, 

TED COLE 
President 

LET ' S 
I N T E G R A T E 
T O G E T H E R ! 

The following is a l etter 
sent in by a youngster who 
attended Camp Awakening 
this pas t summer. · 

"I stared open- mouthed at 
Ritch i ~ Falls. SWIM IN 
THIS! It wasn' t i n dis 
belie f , but in exc ited 
ant i c i pati on. Su r prising l y 
e nough, I f e lt no fea r. 
Thi s s mall f a ct i'n itse lf 
was s uch a . contrast from 
the way I'd greeted the 
pr oape ct o r - s pending t wo 
weeks a way fr om home that I 
a lmos t laughe d aloud . · Ne w 
fri e nd s , cont i nuous 
thrills, a nd var i ou s plea
sant d iscoveries a bout 
myself had quickly erased 
any qu alms I'd had about 
Camp Awakening. Perhaps 

this was the reason for my 
unusual confidence that 
day. 

"The roaring waterfall was 
a wild white stallion rear
ing and plunging. It 
declared eternal freedom. 
Its hoov e s flailed, kicking 
up foam and eddies. ~ 

clump of r ocks stood before 
the beas't , fro ze n in awe . 
Beside them a few rapids 
ran, and behind the se the 
black waters abi uptly 
c almed t o a pool . 

"The other six gi r ls i n my
group from Camp Awakening 
were somewhat faster in 
movement than I ( I use a 
wheelchair). They all 
reached the water before 
me,. ' Normally, this 
wouldn't have , bothered me; 
bu t today I was impatient. 
I stripped down to my 
bathing suit and left my ( 
shoes on, as instructed. 
The counsellors helped me 
yank - on a lifejacket, 
diaper fashion, my legs 
through the armholes . Both 
these things were safety 
precautions to avoid get
ting seriously scraped on 
any sharp rocks. Finally, 
I was in t he river and 
swimming wi th the rest of 
them towards t he falls. 

"Once i n t he ' foami n g cur 
rent we a l l star t ed scream
i ng a n d lau gh ing. To be so 
close to s u c h n a tura l power 
i s a t hr illing ' e xper i e nc e 
and I guess we were all 
f e eling e lated ! The coun
sellors s h owe d us how to 
ride the rapids a nd we als o 
lear n e d how t o cre ep up on 
the fall s from the s i de . 
We could h o~d on t o a l ong 
l edge , a f i n gers -le n gth 
a way f rom the s piri t ed 
wh ite water . When I l ept 
i nto t he falls, I heard • a 
loud roar a l l around me and 
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I surfaced , exhilarated . 
Again and again my brain 
tapped out one .me ssage: 
"This is amazing!" I 
wished my family could see 
me now! 

"The next day Scott, one of 
our counsellors, asked me 
if I'rl _enjoy ed Ri t c hie 
Falls . I thought of many 
descriptive words, but a ll 
that came from my mouth was 
a n enthusi astic "YES"! 

"He smil ed warml y. "Al 
r igh t !~!" Throwi ng an arm 
across my back he gave my 
shoulder a friendly 
squeeze . Comfortable in 

~he knqwledge that he 
understood , I smiled back." 

ERIN 

H A N D S u p FOR 
REACHIN. G 
A C R O S S 0 C E A N S ! 

Here is a wonderful way for 
us to extend a warm ha,nd of 
fellowship to camping 
people around the world. 

. The Steering Committee of 
the International Camping 
Fellowship has been invited 
to give leadership at the 
OCA Conference in January. 
There are representatives 
from every continent on the 
I CF Steering Committee and 
they are vigorously promo
ting the 1994 International 
Camping Congress to be held 
in Toronto. They are de
termined to assure that t he 
1994 eve nt is tru l y i nter
national s o they a r e 
me eting i n con j unc ti on wi th 
our OCA Confere nc e ( a s we ll 
a s with the Steering Com
mittee of the 199 4 
Congre s s) t o p lan t he ir 
promotional 
1994 . 

The ICF 

s ch emes 

Committee 
representation from 

for 

has 
the 

following 
Sov iet Union, 

countries: 
Belgium, 

Ghana, Venezuela, 
Australia, Great Britain, 
Japan, USA and Canada. Our 
assistance is needed to 
make their attendance at 
the OCA Conference a 
reality. As a start, Camp 
Tawingo is prepared to 
match, dollar for dollar, 
any contributions we can 
must e r fr om Ontario Camps 
and c amping folks . We 
figur e it will cost ~n 
a ve r age o f $ 1500 . 00 pe r 
pers on fo~ trave l ; 
accomodation ·and meals, so 
we would have to raise 
$750.00 each for nine 
delegates. 

The OCA is already being 
overly generous in many, 
many ways. Here is how you 
as an individual and/or 
your organization can help: 

1) BILLETS: The ICF people 
will be stay_ing at the 
Sheraton Hotel during 
the OCA Conference. 
However, when they meet 
before and after the 
Conference, we would 
lik~ to billet them. 
Can you offer your homes 
for bed and breakfast? 
The potential dates for 
bi l leting are: January 
21, 22, ·23, 27 , 28. One 
or more of those dates 
for one or more of the 

,ICF members woul d be 
marve llous. 

2). SPONSORS : Any dollar 
f igure is muc h appre -

· c i a ted here . I t will 
cost a pprox imately 
$750.00 e ach for 9 dele
gate s , so you and/ or · 
your organization can 
con tr i bu t e · a ll , most , 
some or a ,teensy-weensy 
portion for one dele
gate. 

3) MEALS: Perhaps . you 
could pick - up the tab 
for lunch/dinner/break~ 
fast for one or more 
ICFers for meals not 
covered by the OCA Con
ference registration. 

4) TAXI SERVICE: To pick 
up or deliver delegates 
arriving at or leaving 
from the Pearson Inter
national Airport. The 
probable arrival and 
departure date s are Mon
day , January 2 1 and Mon
day, Janua ry 28, 1991. 

5) GUIDED TOURS: Taking 
the ICFers on a tour of 
Toronto to show them 
highlights of the host 
city for the 1992 World -
Series, the 1993 Stanley 
Cup Playoffs and the 
1994 International Cam
ping Congress. 

At the OCA Annual Meeting, 
we would like to officially 
recognize the sponsors of 
this project. Meanwhile, 
permit me to thank you, in 
advance, for anything you 
can do to contribute to its 
success. 

If you can help please con
tact J e an Mcllwrick at the 
OCA office (416-781-0525) 
or Jane Mccut cheon at Camp 
Tawi ngo (705 -789-5612). 

You.rs for better worldwide 
under s tand ing t hrough the 
Camping movement , 

JACK PEARSE 
Canadian Representative to 
the International. Camp ing 
Fellowship 

P . S . : Jane McCut che on , 
John Jorge ns on a nd I have 
just re t urned from a 2-week 
tour of Japan giving work
shops for leaders in cam
ping and recreation. One 



trainin~ sessio~ took place 
at the Tokyo YWCA' s Camp 
Nojiri. It' was sponsored 
by the Japanesa Section of 
the International Camping 
Fellowship. Their excite
ment for 1994 is mounting 
already. 

W E' L COME 
NEW M E M B E R S 

Affiliated Members: 

SALVATIOij ARMY 
CAMP MADAWASKA 

SCIENCE NORTlj 

Newly -Accredited Members: 

CRESTWOOD VALLEY DAY CAMP 

GESSTWOOb CAMP 

RIDEAU HILL CAMP 

YWCA SUMMER ADVENTURE DAY 
CAMP 

9omniercial Members: 

BELLAN MARKETING , 
30 Foundry St., Leamington, 
Ont. N8H lGl 
(519) 326-0750 
Sponge'n'Clean 

MOTOROLA LTD. 
1240 Ellesmere Rd., Scar
borough, Ont. MlP 2X4 
( 416) 754--8562.-
2-way Walkie-Talkies 

SPORTS EQUIPMENT OF TORONTO 
250 Tel'son ' Rd., Markham, 
Ont. L3R 1E6 
( 416) 445-9666 
Sports Supplies 

TROJAN TECHNOLOGIES INC. 
845 Consortium Crt., Lon¢on 
Ont. N6E 2S~ 
(519) 685-6660 . 
Water Purification Systems 

WILDERNESS TOURS 
P.O. Box 89, Beachburg, 
Ont. KOJ lCO 
(613) 646-2241 
Whitewater 
kayaking 

rafting 

BELMAN & ASSOCIATES 

and 

. 4647 Regents Terr., Miss
iss~uga, -Ont. L5R 1K4 
(416) 568-4671 
Amway products 

CLIVUS MULTRUM GREAT LAK_ES 
INC. 
1911 " Lorraine Pl. , Ann 
Arbor, Mich. 48104 U.S.A. 
(313) 995-"4767 
Composting toilets 

J-CRAFT OF .CANADA LTD. 
Hwy 48, Peffer1aw, Ont. 
LOE lNO , 
(705) 437-1175 
Fibreglass ski ·boats 
custom trailers 

& 

ENVIRO-SAFE PRODUCTS INC . . 
1302 Gainsborough Dr., O_ak-

_ville, Ont. L6H 2H6 
(416) 845-2598 
Environmentally safe clea- · 
ners, soaps, shampoos 

. H E L P _W A N T E D 

Full-time , year_-round busi
ness manager· ~or Algonquin 
Park Camp. Responsible for 
all administration & main
tenance, hiring & purchas -
ing for . ,camp. Summers in 
Algonquin Park, winters in 
Toronto. Fax resume to 

- '( 416) 975-0130. _ 

CAMP D I R E C T O R 
P O S I T I O N 

Camp Big Canoe, a United 
Church camp for boys and 
girls at Bracebridge, re
quires a director for the 
summer of ·199_1 . Camp & 
administrative experience 
required. Husband & wife 

team would be considered. 
Resume and references to: 
Mary Casey ~- (" 
235 Shakespeare Dr. 
Waterloo, Ont. N2L 2T5 
Note: other positions 
available for senior cmin
sellors . 

P O S I T I O N 
W A N T E D 

Experienced _Camp Director 
( 13 years) see.ks -summer 
position at either day or 
residential camp. Avai
lable during the year part
time and full-time for 
·summer. Experience inclu
de.s owning and operating 
his own camp . . Qualified in 
all phases of program & 
administration. 14 years 

-
teaching experience; resume 
upon request. ( 416) ·483-
8353 (home). 

CAM p MAN A a· E .R 
W A N T E D 

Full-time, permanent, year
round responsible indivi
dual to oversee and develop 
all aspects oT Camp Minwas
sin. - Required: five or 
more years· in outdoor camp 
settings; educational back
ground in environmental & 
wilderness studies at a 
post-secondary level; keen 
personal inierest in a 

, variety of outdoor experi
ences. Salary: $28,000 -
$30,00Q p.a. Apply in 

. writing, including · resume, 
to: 
Tim Simboli, Dire~t□-r of 
Programs, Camp Minwassin, 
412 Nepean St., Ottawa, 
Ont. KlR 5G7 or fax to 
( 613) 230-0891. , 

0 C A C A L E N D A R 
0 F · E V ~ N T _S \,_; 

January 24-26, 1991 . ...... . 
......... OCA Conference for 
Directors and Senior Staff 


