
Saturday - 14 - Boisterous day. Left my happy home--had a very 

rough passage to Weymouth where we arrived at six in the evening. 

Slept at the Town hotel--

Sunday 15 -- Took a post-chaise with Tom as far as Bridport 9 from 

there took--fly to Taunton. Agnetta took tea and breakfast with 

us at the London Hotel 9 started at nine for Exeter 9 passed through 

Crewkernei Tiverton 9 etc. Arrived in Plymouth Tu~sday evening 8 

ovclock half dead with fatigueo 

16th 

17 

Not well all night and in very low spiritso 

My things not arrived yet--

Do not feel well--

18 Called to see Mrso BarnardG 

Many visitors called here 9 not at home--received letter from 

home 9 and one from Bathe 

19 People calling all day 9 walked to the Hoe with Roberto 

20 '£ozer arrived at last., F'ound all my dresses and bonnet 

ruined" Very sad day, oh ! more than sad ! -- Wrote home e 

21 Cal led on the .Footes 9 Mrs.,, vv'illiam Dickinson 9 and Richards o 

Beautiful dJy 9 was introduced to Capt., Spry--

22 Sunday -- Went to Devenport Church--was introduced to Mr. 

and Mrse Glencrosse 

23 Returned visits, Herberts 7 Freeman~ Barnard 7 Parnthero 

1 .. 

Walked to hear the Marine band~ beautiful day. T.Ke (Torn Kennedy) 

walked with us .. 

25 In the evening went to the Piegs--thought them a noisy vulgar 

seto 

26 Heard from home. Emily cried and said she wished to go back 

to Guernsey--very miserable all day--wrote horne--in the 



evening took a delightful walk to the Dev11vs point., Mrs., 

Hicks called--Mr,. 'Eoyer goes today, with Emily and my 

letterso Dine at the GJ.<::~ncrosses o Beautlful day., 

29 Sunday -- Went to Stonehouse Chapel in the morning, in the 

evening to the old Plymouth Church--beautiful building--

30 Received a letter from Parson Green not gone yet--went to 

Mount Edgecumbe-- lovely place--

31 Left Plymouth at twelve in the mail for Exeter arrived there 

at seven--Dined and started again for Salisburyp travelled 

all night 9 very tir~d arrived at 8 in the morningp at Jones., 

Ha.d a good breakfast 9 walked about., To see the Cathedral® 

Left Salisbury at 2., Arrived Portsmouth at seven in the 

even:Lng--Had tea and slept at the .!,3~ Post§. 9 very civil 

people., 

2 April - - Walked about the towni was shocked to see such a 

number of bad girls about the streets~ alas ! What depravity-= 

3 Not well all night--a letter from Rosa--Wrote to Agnetta. 

Rainy day-------------

4 Saturday -- Much betterG Wrote to Sophy by Medes (?) 

Our servant Nancy arrived with . two letters for uso 

5 Sunday 9 no Montreal yeto Bad cold., In the evening went to 

churchG 

6 Packet arrived, went on board at 9. Fine morning. Was 

disappointed when I saw the ship., Sent a letter homeo In 

the evening very sick, not well all night., 

7 Got up with a bad headachee Fine day--not much wind but fair. 

Made a good dinner. Beef a la Mode. Very well all the day. 

Beautiful moonlight night 9 dead calm., Fe·1 t quite at home. 

2., 



8 Slept well--Made a good breakfast--fine mild day., 

9 Weather rather rough 9 felt a little alarmed and dulls 

Could not dine at tablei many of the passengers sick. 

10 More rough--but fair. Could not walk or stand without giving 

myself blows., 

11 Very rough day., After dinner two of the gentlemen played .. 

I felt very lowp could not sleepD Rolled about dreadfully0 

12 Sunday -- still very rough--all the things upset on the 

tablei can scarcely write 9 wind fair~ South-West., Think of 

my dear Guernsey friends and I am sure they think of me~ dear 9 

dear home every hour takes me miles and miles from all I so 

dearly love .. 

13 Mild weather~ quite a calm in the afternoon--I still feel very 

depressed., 

15 Fine da.yp I saw several whales .. Worked on the poop all day .. 

3., 

16 Very rough day 9 went 10 miles an hour. Very bad nighte Could 

not stay in bed 9 thought we should be drowned© Capt .. on deck 

all nighte Many of the gentlemen sick and all the ladies~ only 

one dined at table--felt very unwello 

17 Still rough wind EeS~E~ -- Going about 6 miles. The ladies had 

their breakfast in bed, except one. Do not feel well 9 how any one 

ca.n make this voyage twice seems to me wonderfull--alas £ Unless 

I do it myself I sha.11 never see my home again ! -= 

18 Very bad night 9 blowing a gale of windp was up all nightp could 

not sleep with fear0 

19 Sunday-= More calm 9 but wind against us. 

20 Wind w. almost a calm feel in wretched spirits$ GueDnsey 

dear beloved spot my heart is with you night and day--oh ~ Nature 



21 

22 

never intended me to roam 9 I am so very~ very dull 9 till I came 

on board I felt as if I was in a dream 9 I had not time to think 

alas ! It was fortunate for me~ and I dare not look sad on my 

husband 0 s account it makes him so unhappy., 

.l:'irie day 9 went 8 miles an hour 

Very had night~ did. not sleepe In the morn:l.ng wind against US 9 

passed a ship going to England., I am far. from well and in 

wretched s piritsa Surely nature never intended me to travel .. 

23 Contrary windQ Played whist after tea. 

24 Side wing -- going 9 miles PQH0 Were obliged to tell the Capt0 

our age 9 name, etc .. Rather an unpleasant task for somee 

25 

4 .. 

26 Blowing a gale of wind., Very much frightenede Regretted having 

ever c onsented to make this voyages 

27 Fine day -- but cold, went on deck and caught cold. The 

Gentlemen made a lotteryo Robert 0 s number was for the sixth 

of May .. 

28 Quite a gale of wind. Thought we must be drowned, sea mountains 

higho Very much alarmed--cried~ and prayed all the timee We 

are all tired of the ship? and half frozen, ever since we crossed 

the Banks .. 

30 Fine day 9 but contrary winds, a very bad cold., One of the Ladies 

on board today, giving a descript~on of Mrse Wood 0 s (Lady 

? 
Lennox 0 s) arm said, "Her harm was like a rolling pin Y!' 

thinking it an elegant , refined simile I write it down 9 for 

fear of forgetting ite Just now we saw two large birds 9 and 

bits of sea weed. The first we have seen since we left Englande 



MAY 1835 

1st Contrary wind~ my cold much worse; we are now 600 and 50 miles 

from New Yorke So cold we do not know what to do. 

2 Fresh breeze and fair did not go on deck the weather very cold~ 

3 Remained in bed almost all day 9 going 5 miles an hour., 

s. 

4 Very fine weather but cold found this the longest day since I am 

on board., Two or three ships in sight., 

5 Monday - -· One month today since we left Portsmouth0 Quite a 

calm 9 saw a great number of fish 9 whales 9 black fish 9 etc& 9 and 

a boat full of water the "Increase 0£ Bristol 11 --

6 Very bad night 9 thunder and lighteninge Was much alarmed. 

6 Expected to arrive today 9 but no such thing~ 

6 Land just in sight 9 but a calm we shall not leave the ship 

today 9 busy packing upo 

7 Not much nearer land 1 and very cold morning 9 got up early 

with a bad headache. All disappointed not to be arrived. 

111-Hgh land of Never Sink" 

and "Sandy Hook" in sight 

The first rather a pretty sight 

arrived at six in the eveningo 

Remained on board till next day. Could not find a place to 

sleep that night all the houses full. Slept on board 9 at 

four went to the Inn Harrisono 

8 Benson 9 walked about and had tea at eight very disagreeable day~ 

felt very unwello Sent two letters to Sophy. Left New York 

at seven in the steamer for Albanye Was quite enchanted with 

the scenery up the Hudson. Surpassed anything I had ever seen 

in beauty., Arrived at Albany at seven .. Went to the American 



Hotel~ an expensive 7 disagreeable Hotele 

9 Albany is a fine town 9 beautiful buildings 9 the Capital and 

City Hall are beautiful ~nd many besides 9 dined at the Table 

d 0 Hote., 

The Americans appear dirty and uncouthe Did not feel welle 

Robert had much trouble about our things 9 very difficult to get 

any one to do anything we expected to leave today but no boat 

• ., ~ J ~ • tl 'I ' 1 ' 11 goes~ so ,1ere we are non gre ma. gre in a no·-1er race 9 in a. 

appearance a very bad one o \:,/rote to Agnetta .. 

11 Left Albany at nine in one of the canal boats 9 thought it very 

insipid at first, but the scenery repaid us for many unpleasant 
,.,t~,\~ 

things, saw the fine ~➔es- of the Mohawk e Passed a wretched 

nighte Ten of us in a small cabin 9 would not go to bed0 

12 Robert and myself took a long walk from five till seven 9 lovely 

morning. Passed through Schenectady. In the evening had brandy 

and hot water on deck 9 with the Miss Matthews and the Roys, very 

merry .. 

12 Went on very sl6wly, wet day-- all displeased with our accom­

modation 9 the Captain and cre w abused us 9 and we abused them9 

remained in the cabin 9 played cards & etc. passed the rno~t 

beautiful scenery I had ever seen--in the evening played whist 

till eleven 9 all very friendly togethera 

13 Passed Utica last night at 12. We are now passing through Rome, 

next town to Utica 9 this morning before breakfast Robert ~nd 

myself took a long walk~ 



14 Wet disagreeable day-- thought W<'= would reach Oswego today-= 

instead of which we are now remaining at Phoenix for the 

night~ no hopes of arriving before tomorrow evening,. 

16 Disagreeable day~ two of the sailors came in the Cabin to 

insult us--were obliged to sleep without sheets & etc0 and 

also to stop all night near the Captain°s house instead of 

reaching our journey 0 s end as we expecteda 

17 Left the Oswego boat at 3 in the afternoonp after having 

suffered six days of misery and insultsp being obliged to 

sleep 11 Ladies in a small cabin with only six bedsp and 

every day receiving insults from the Captain and his men-­

we are now at the Oswego Hotel with very civil people, and 

everything clean--Dro Matthewvs family and Messrs. Roy are 

with us--very amiable people--

18 Mr .. Scobell and Allan dined with us--very warm day--our 

7,. 

Capt~in and one of his men were discharged 7 the command of the 

boat given to one of the sailors who was not quite so insolent. 

19 Took a drive, up and down 9 I wonder how we w~re not killed. 

Went to see Mr. Scobe11°s house~ was quite delighted with it .. 

Robert and Messr. Roy dined there--beautiful day 9 very hot~ 

20 Mr. Scobell dined with us--



22 Left Oswego on board the Great Britain 9 beautiful steamer-­

stopped half an hour at Cobourg 1 then on to Toronto. 

23 Arrived at Toronto about 4o Great difficulty in finding beds. 

Went to the Ontario Hotel» cheap and cleane 

23 Dined at Sir John Colborne's~ were fifteen 9 the Messrs0 Roys 

dined there alsoe Sir John advised to settle in Flamborougho 

25 Left Tor onto on board the Britannia at eight pome for 

Hamilton 45 miles from 'I'orontom--,Lak.e rather rough- -Nancy was 

sick. From Hamilton west through Dundas to Flamboroughc 

Called on Mro Crooks with a letter fron1 Sir Johno Received 

us very kindly~ could find no lodgings for the night o Oh I 

I was half dead with fatigue and sorrow, so was dear Roberte 

Stayed at Mrse Crook 0 s till Monday. Nancy slept at the public 

house0 

26 Arrived at Pattersons on our Land, 10 miles from MrQ Crook 0 s, 

came in a waggon on a very bad road--found we might have two 
" -

8. 

for ";"(sent a letter to Sophy - at bottom of oage)o rooms 9 took them -

took t hem for one month (5 dollars) but they are obliged to 

get their water a mile off- -such dirt and misery I have seldom 

seen 9 feel quite wretchedo We~ are all three as miserable as 

we can be- -sent a note to Kennedy and one to Matthews. 

27 Was obliged to help Nancy to wash 9 a long way from the house 9 

and the water not clean. Alas ! what a.m I come to ! My heart 

is breaking with griefo Dear Robert is gone to look at the Lande 



28 'None of our things arrived yeto Disappointed about our Land
9 

•• 

all the lots near the road are sold--Wrote to Mre Poo~e 

Thunder & lightning. 

29 Robert wrote to Mr. Dr apera Stayed in bed till twelve very 

111 1 dear Roby took a walko Had ham and soups for dinner~ 

29 Tom Kennedy arrived to stay with us. I feel in very low 

spirits. would I were home. 

30 Very dull ~11 daye Robert determined to go to Toronto. 

31 Mro J. Poor rode down from Guelph to see us, were delighted 

to seem him 9 asked us to go to his house. 

J U N E 
·~--· -~-· _ _....<,Q 

1 Mr0 Poor stayed with us all day at Patterson°se 

2 Arrived at Mr~ Poor 0 s house 7 miserable log housee Did not go 

to bed all night, Robert was covered with immense bugs~ such 

a bed I never saw,--

3 Cool day--Robert went to look at some Land with Tom K. and 

cousin John .. rode to Guelph to look for Lodgings0 

4 Slept at our Lodgings 9 bugs againo My whole body covered 

with bitese Robert and myself feel wretched. There was 

thunder again last nighte Je Poor & Tom came to see us© 



10. 

5 Market day~ quite close to our Lodgings0 I still feel very 

low. Wept when I read Sophyvs and Uncle Irving 0 s kind letters 9 

such kind prayers for my happiness, dear friends may God bless 

you all,, 

6 Robert went to Church® Took a walk after tea to see some Land 

on the Guelph road, very tire de 

7 Went to look at Lodgings, wher e we might stay while our 

house is building. John and Tom called, all going to Toronto 

tomorrow. I am wretched at the thought of being separated from 

my dear Robert. Mro & Mrso Palmer called on us, nice people--

8 Robert gone to Toronto, I am wretched~ all alone in t~is _ 
7 

.t::f 0 {<J) 1 i -· .... ::i 
second Siberia. Sent a letter to Rosa and one to ? 

in the evening Nancy arrived from Pattersons to stay with me 9 

cried all the evening, felt so lonely without my husband. 

9 Very, very hot 9 scarcely bearable 7 I am still miserable. 

~ish I had gone to Toronto with Roberto Sent him a note this 

morning .. 

10 Lightning and thunder~ very dullo Thinking of my absent 

friends., 

11 Last night received a letter from Miss Matthews 9 and also a note 

from Robert 9 gone to Cobourg and I am very, very unhappy--sent 

him a note .. 



J. J. " 

12 Very long dull dull day~ alone all the timeo 

13 Saturday~ three days more before I see my love 9 what an age! 

14 Sunday~ very dull, went to church in the evening, and took 

a walk with Dre & Miss Albing on the Dundas roade 

15 Sent a note to Robert to say we would walk to Patersons to 

meet him tomorrow~ feel much happier at the thought of seeing 

him so soonv Took a ride with MissAlbing after dinnero 

16 Rainy rain~ expect my dear Robert home~ this eveninge Nancy 

annoyed mej wished she had never come out with meo Robert 

arrived., 

1. 7 

18 Called on the Poorese 

19 Left Guelph in a waggon (stage) at eight in the morning. 

Arrived at Hamilton at 5 in the evening~ had incessant rain 

all the way. 

20 Stayed at the Inn» very disagreeable pl acee Roby bought a 
'l 

saddle & Bridle for his pony bought yesterday 1 gave 10 P for ite 

21 Taken very ill in the night. Pain in my stomach - not well 

all daye 

22 Blowing hard, were going to Toronto by the steamer but now do 

not know what to doe 



23 Arrived at Toronto on board the Transit--at five o 9 clock 

in the evening--did not feel well. 

X 24 Dined with Lady Colborne 9 and Robert with Mr. Drapere Sent a 

letter to Papap Rosa and Tardiffe 

25 Left Toronto on board the St. George for Port Hopep very 

tedious passage? and disagreeable day. 

26 Arrived at eight last night~ very hungry and tirede Made a 

good tea & went to bed earlyo Se nt a letter to Sophy by 

Miss Younge Robert rode on Kitty twelve miles to see for 

a house. 

27 Saturday~ Nancy ill in bedo Robe rt & myself went to look for 

a housep found none to suit us 7 

poor miserable small houses. 

p 
asked 20 and 30 a year for 

12., 

"The heat & cold of this climate chill or wi thf";r everything 9 and 

almost all the flowers which are most common and sweet, growing 

in the moist soil of England~ seem reared with difficulty here 

and lose their fragrance Y their ,§_oul as it were» under the 

extreme influences of this sky." 

(Fanny Kemble) 

28 Sunday, rainy day 7 said our prayers at home- -so cold we were 

obliged to have a fire lighted--vilej uncertain climate! Every 

day I dislike this country more and moreo 



29 Left l:.9...£.L.!!9.E.~ to go to Graham Os, disappointed again.. Found 

them disobliging and disagreeable, our room is close to the bar 

room 0 very unpleasant 7 no other lodgings to be got Z 

30 Rode 1 and Robert walked to our land near Rice Lake--beautiful 

rich soilp and the situation very pretty but dull 9 two miles 

from the road or from neighbours~ - -coming home called at a 

cottage to buy eggs,were received (for the first time in 

Canada) with a hearty welcome, gave us wine and bis cuits, 

1 3 ., 

such kindness is pleasing at aJ.l times but here it is so rare~ 

so new it makes the heart grateful indeed L 

J UL Y 

1 Fine day 9 but cold--still undecided what to do--

2 Took tea with Mrso Brown? one of our neighbourso Very nice 

friendly people--the mother is eighty and is come across the 

Atlantic .. 

4 Not well» pains in my cheste Took a short ride in the 

evening .. 

5 Called on Mro Banks with a letter from Mre Drager-- received 

us very kindly--Miss is a pretty and appears a nice girl. 

Robert wrote to Capte Fitzgibbon and Williamso 

6 Sunday--Fine day--returned Mrs .. Brown°s call. 

7 Dined with Mr .. & Mrs. Banks, very nice people--Robert not well 

obliged to come home early» sick all the way .. 



~ Colonel Browne called? dined and had tea with us--had 

been in the same reg i ment as Major Champion 9 spoke most 

highly of himv We had no bread in the house 9 gave him 

pancakes, nothing new in Canada? people are accustomed to 

all sorts of things . 

9 Rode with Roby to see some p ar t s of our l and 9 Mro Allan and 

another yo ung man call e d on the i r wa y to Peter borough~ 

10 -

11 Robert we nt to our land a nd made an agreeme nt to have it 

cleareda The frame of our house put upo 

12 Sunday - r e c e ived l e t ters f rom Ke nne dy 1 Colone l Fitzgibbon 

a nd Ja Matthews~ Wet da ye Nancy was s aucy ~ and we told her 

to go» says she 9 ll go tomorrow- -she is an ungrateful girl~ 

13 The frame of our hous e put up. 

14 Rose a t five 7 h ad breakfas t, and rode down to s e e the first 

tree off ou~ land cut down. The Banks and Brown called. 

14 Re ceived a letter from Sophy, all we llo Felt h appie r than I 

had done f or some time . 

15 Dull 9 cold day~ 

16 



,J U L Y 

17 Rode with Robe rt as far as McKonkey, a man who has very 

boldly settled on our land without paying a sixpencea Rode 

thro 9 very thick trees in the woods-- beautiful situationG 

Robert made an agreement with another man? to have trees cutG 

18 Very warm day . Took t e a at the Bankse Returned l atee 

,_ 

19 Mr . Allan and his friend came here on their way to Cobourgo 

('I'he following was scratched - 11 .Sent a letter home dated 15th 

an d 20th ,July---tol d. thE~rn we would return in two years .. 11
) 

answered 

20 We nt to our lande Were caught in the r a in. 10 men chopping, 

quite amusing to see t he trees fall. Robert went again after 

dinn e r r ain & thunder .. 

Los t two o f our ke ys --

Hobert went to see them ag uin after dinner, got wet throughQ 

21 Sent my letter to Papa off the 15th and 20th July--to say we 

would return in 2 yearso 

21 Hobert rode to our land--did not, very hot day. Colonel 

Brown called on his way to Coburg. 

22 Wednesday~ Rode with Roby to see the men chop on our land. 

Lake J.ooking beautiful, veryi very hot.. 

23 Rode to our land after dinner, Mr. Bank and his daughter joined 

us there in their boat. Heturned late 9 lovely evening-- very hot--



24 Roby rode to Peterboro' seventeen miles, did not return 

until darke Thunder and raine Very uneasy about Roby-­

returned not at all wello 

25 Saturday - Thunder and raine I oby not welle 

16 .. 

26 Sunday - Said our prayers at home 1 no church here 9 so that 

eve n God is forgotten by the vulgar people we .see a.bo11t us, 

the public house is full of men laughing away their time~ and 

God is never in their thoughtsa I feel very unhappy 9 more so 

every day, my home, my happ y home, my parents, oh l why can 

I not forge t youe Very close, warm dayo 

27 F· . . ine day~ not too warm. Called on the Brownse 

28 Received a letter from Kennedy, wrote to him, Robert wrote to 

Burley about our about our things. 

29 Robert upset in a waggon, nearly killed, horse ran away 9 

were going to Port Hope~ could not goe 

29 Nancy made some saucy remark about having too many clothes 

to washe Told her to go at once. Ingratitude how I detest 

thee o VJe have been so kind to her ! 

30 Robert rode to Mr o Banks to ask him to lend his waggono Took 

a drive in it were caught in the rain0 Joe Bennett st6ppedo 

31 Went to Port Hope 9 very sick returning~ bought several thingSo 

Robert sent a letter to Delishe & 

Cl)e. Lslt.:f 



1 7 ., 

A U G U S T 

1 Nancy went to Peterborough~ took several things not belonging 

to her, vicious girl, I am glad she is off--cooked our dinner 

& etco It is wel l to know how to do everything., Wrote to 

John and Colonel Fitzgibbone 

2 Sunday - very cold night but fine day~ Had to do all the 

work a 

3 Cold night anci rather cold day., A servant came to offer, refused 

her, intend trying to do without one, work keeps me alive in 

this dull disagreeable countrys 

4 Heard Nancy had sold the green dress, and stolen my little 

cap; v ery much vexed. 

5 Rode to . our land--another girl came to offer, declined again0 

6 Slept in our cottage for the first time, very cold nightj our 

bedstead not arrived, slept on the floor, very restless nighte 

7 Had a c onvincing proof that Nancy is a thief. Worked hard 

all day, our bed and trunk arrivedo Very hot day. Joe B., 

8 Called on the Browns --and walked a.s far as Armstrong., 

9 Very hots!---our '.rable and bedstead arrived--no chair.s-•-very tired 7 

Roby rode to our lando 



10 Excessively hot, Roby has a headachee Had a chicken pie 

for dinner., 

13 Thunder & liqhtninq~ with heavy rain--carpenters at. work here 

a.11 day--

14 Rode to our land-- receive no letter from Papa or Agnetta-­

Ro,bert measured the land. 

15 Received the little cap Nancy stole from me0 Rode two miles 

after tea 1 were caught in pouring rain- -

16 Sunday - Fine day-- Low spirits siill prevail to a most painful 

degree. 

17 Every thing went wrong today, our bread spoilt, our cake 

spo:i.1 t, our dinner good for no :thing---Jn the evening took a 

ride, gathered beautiful wild flowers& 

18 Dreadful storm all nighto Thunder, lightning and raine 

Robert and myself prayed and were Much alarmed, most_ terrific 

weather. Robert says he never had seen anything of the kind 

before~ oh ! this horrid. climate" represented as so beautiful ! 

As a wonder had some turnips for dinner. Sent a letter to 

Jane Matthewso 

19 Rode to our land~ cold eveninge 

20 Saw Nancy in the Peterboro 9 stage0 Robert went to insist on 

getting the things back from her» would not give them» was 

going to Coburg--no letters from home, truly miserable------



22 Disagreeable day--no l~tters from home~ cried bitterly all 

day 7 could eat no dinner--very , veryi unhappy. 

23 Not very wellj headache--fine dayo 

24 Rob ert rode to Mro Banks~ Very busy baking 1 & etce Rainy day--

25 Re ceived a letter from Colonel Fitzgibbon and one fro m 

Mr~ McCrone ask ing to b11y some of our land. Saw, and e a t 

c abbage for the first time in Canadaa Rainy day. All the men 

seem drunke Had a strange dr~am about - ~--and soldiers ----

I notice it becaus e it i s always a bade dream for meo 

Sent a letter to Sophy date d August 20 and 22-- about Nancy. 

26 Re ceived a n ice long letter from Sophy 9 dated June 23rd and 25 9 

very~ v e ry happ y--ma y God continue to bless and preserve my 

friends; Mentions Agnetta 0 s husband's death--and also poor 

Corbetts! 

27 Robert sent a note to Mr. Bedford, Very warm day--with rain-­

Yesterday sent a letter to our best fti e nd here, Colonel 

Fitzgibbonc 

28 Ve ry busy day, and a v ery rainy oneo 

29 Re c eived~ letter from Kennedye Much rain. 

30 Sunday - Said our prayerse Rainy day 9 had two partridges 

for dinner 9 which Roby shot the day before 9 were deliciouse 

Did not feel very well. 



31 The washer woman came to use Very c o ld day--

_:?EPTEiviBbl~ 1.835 

1 Roby shot two Partridgese Cold daye 

3 Took a short walk--cold evening--

4 Walked to our land felt very unwell returning, not well all 

night--very warm--

5 Pine and very warm dayo Sent Mre Parker 4 pounds~ ~ent a 

letter to Agnetta 9 via Montreal. Received a very kind letter 

from Colonel Fi tzgibbon0 None from hornej disappointed. 

6 Read prayers. Very rainy day0 

7 

8 Called to see Mrs. Brown whose sister i~ dead--headache. 

9 Headache all day--took a short walk with dear Roby ~ cold 

eveninga 

10 Old Graham 0 s funeral? all the neighbours assembled to go~ some 

dressed in green~ some in red etc. No letters from home very 

much disappointed--got up at twelve, bad headache$ Young 

Sharp called--Roby shot a partridge. 

11 Roby shot a partridge--rode to our land with Mr. and Miss Brown. 

Not at all well --



12 Disappointed in having no letters from homee Rainy day0 

1
., 
.:i Sunday--Got up la t e 9 said prayersp etce Very cold dayQ 

14 Very busy~ baked 9 cooked dinner and all the trimmings 1 etce 

Walked as far as Batesons for butte r. 

21., 

16 One ye ar today since I am a wife 9 The Brown take tea with us--

17 Called on the Browns--not very we ll 9 headache--

18 Took a ride~ returned late--Joe B--

19 

20 Sunday 9 Rainy d a y--not well - -

21 Miss Banks called stayed dinner and teai rainy day, both Roby 

& myself have headaches--

22 Tuesdayo Sent a letter to Sophy and one to Colonel • Fitzgibbon, 

Very miserable in not getting one from home--

23 Roby went shooting--Cold d.u.11 day 9 crying day--Miss Brown 

came to us in the evening--

24 Cold 9 rainy d a y- -P aid for Kitty's feed up to this day 9 also 

for shoeing., 

29 Snow two inches deep& 

30 Not welli very severe cold, and depression of spirits--



OCTOBER 

1 Expected a letter from home~ knowing there was a packet 

arrived, but again disappointed--received one from Co lonel Fe 

2 My dear Roby not well 1 Mrs. Pringle & Miss Brown arrived 1 how 

_joyful was the meeting with their friends l God grant I also 

may one day see mine .. 

22 .. 

3 Received two letters from Sophy half of one from Rosa--some 

parts truly kind 7 but it seems they all blame us for not liking 

this country-- if they could only try it for one month Ill------

4 Sunday -- Rainy day~ took a short walk--and read my letters 

over a nd over --

5 Got some wood in with Kitty--rode after dinner to see our 

washer woman who has the ague, never saw such misery- - sent 

' 
her some honey & etco were so very thankful --

6 Wet day and cold--Colone Fo sent us two n e wspaperso 

7 Not at all well -- very cold - - Ice an inch thick --

8 Called on Miss Brown and Mrse Pring l e --Very cold, damp day. 

9 Took a ride alone~ cold weather. 

10 Rode to our land-- very fine day--woods looking beautiful 1 so 

rich anrl such a variety of colours --
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11 Sunday--very fine day-- walked before and after dinnero 

12 Miss Brown called 1 rode to the Banks, Mrso confined of a girl-­

last week. 

13 Tired and bruised from my ride 9- -

14 Rode to Peterboro 0 17 miles with dear Roby- -very warm day-­

dined 9 and slept at Cleghorn 9 s Inne 

15 After breakfast went to the Roaches 9 very kind people-­

remained until Roby retur ned from the sale- -started at half 

past one, arrived here before six 9 very fine day-- Took tea 

at the Brownsa 

16 Received a note from our friend the Colonel--rode to buy some 

apples - -Taken Joe B--

18 Sunday-- Rainy day did not go out--

19 Rode to our land, were burning the trees--very fine warm day-­

Mr. Roach and Miss Brown took tea with us--

20 Disappointed in not getting letters from home--

21 Roby rode to Cavan to get letters left at the post office-­

one from Jane Matthews giving me a pressing invitation to go 

to her----- - -------

23 Rainy day--very busy at home--



24 Sent Papa a news paper, with undername mentioned in ito 

Roby sent his affidavit to Delisle., 

24., 

24 Roby rode to Port Hope to draw a bill of 30 pounds.-Mrs., Brown 

sent for me--dined there, very ill all the evening and nighte 

24 Busy taking wood in, took a walk with Miss Brown--

25 Sunday--fine day, walked to Masons--

26 Sent a letter to Sophy and one to Colonel F. by Mr., Smart-­

Roby rode to Bradshaws 9 Kitty ran away from him 9 made him run 

six miles after her, caught her near Parkerso He had the key 

of the house 9 I could not get ini remained at the Browns 0 till 

he returned 9 it was nearly dark-= 

27 Roby rode to our land 9 after dinner we both walked with 

Miss Brown as far as Mr. Cleig~ four miles--

28 -

29 Bought a side saddle, 5 P 

took a ride--fine day .. 

30 Called at the Browns 9 took tea then--saw Mrs., Pringle the 

disconsolate widow of the poet--

31 Rode to the Banks--expected to dine there--did not ask us-­

cold day--



NOVEMBER 
•co,- ,_ 

1 Read prayers., Beautiful day but cold--Mrs., and Miss Brown 

called., 

25 e 

2 Sent a letter to Lady Colborne., Rode to our land--Miss Brown 

went to Cobourg., 

3 Rode to our land--ba.d headache---Mr., Roach and Banks took tea 

with us--

4 Thursday--Received a letter from Sophy and Agnetta., Wept over 

it like a child~ tears of heartfelt joy--my heart thanked 

Heaven for the happiness it gave me--Agnetta was at Bonair-­

poor creature how everything there must have reminded her of 

other days--received also a letter from dear Colonel Fitzgibbon 

whose kindness to us my grateful heart can never forget--sent 

a letter to Draper and one to T., Kennedy--

5 Busy at home--cold day--

6 Called at the Browns--and to the post--no letters--• 

7 Rode to Brockland--dined there--fine day--

8 Sunday - Had prayers and went to Brockland--name of our land 

near Rice Lake. 

9 Called Miss Banks and . all three rode to Mr. Faulkner» near Rice 

Lake--very hos pi table family---very cold returning--rode twenty­

six miles-- very much tired--

10 Received a newspaper sent by Colonel F--sent him a letter­

very cold day--

11. Cold day 9 blowing a gale of wind. 

12 Post day--no letters, snow on the ground. Roby not well 9 gave 

him his breakfast in bed, washing day-= 

13 Received a letter from Lady Colborne. Not well--went to bed 

early-- In low spirits and disappointed -- Joe B. walked to the 

Parkers to buy applese 



14 Sunday--Did not go out- -.Mr., Roach called in the morhing--

15 Busy at home--ironing & etc., 

16 Called at the Brownso 

17 Rode to our lando Sent a letter to Papa--dated 17th November-­

in the evening bad headache=-

18 Miss Maryi Jane Banks dined with usp on roast beef--remained 

till the evening--

20 Mr0 Banks and a friend of hisp came to tea-- dirty day-­

rode to our land--

21 Mr., Banks called in the morning-- At one Mr., White arrived by 

the stage from Peterboro 9 - - both remained to dinner and tea-­

no letters from home--disappointed--

22 Sunday--Snow on the ground--and bitterly cold--everything looks 

still and dead--and we ~ust look on that gloomy scene six months 

more--such is Canada? "that country of snow and vermine"o 

Mrs Banks and White dined with us-- had roast beef-- the latter 

remained till ten--a nice young man--

23 Snowing all day--sleighs beginning to be seen--look pretty and 

snug--but I think the fire..;.side more so--very cold-=bad 

chilblains-- Mr. White dined with us--

24 Mre White went to Mre Banks--called at the Browns--had a fallo 

25 Snow on the ground and sleighs go±ng--colder than ever--Kitty 

put in, our stablea 

26 Received a note from Mre Draper--none from home--not so cold but 

slippery--

28 Sent a letter to Draper for the Deed of our land--very cold day-­

milk and water all frozen--

29 Sunday--Received a most lcind letter from Papa dated 31st August-­

Took a walk 9 very cold but fine--Roby had a bad headache. 



30 Monday--Coldest day we have had yet--everything frozen-­

it makes one cross and discontented. 

DECEI11IBER 

1st In low spirits--my chilblains very painful 9 did not give me 

one moment 0 s rest. 

2 Extremely cold--a girl came to offer very anxious to come--

a letter from Jane Matthews. 

3 Rain and a thaw~-not so cold--men worlcing at ·the house. 

4 

5 

6 Chilblains better but fear going out--

27 0 

9 Not well all the morning--Colonel Brown took tea with us-­

brought us a message from Nancy~ who is very anxious to come 

back to us--refused to take her--

9 Robert gone to a sale--snowy day--

10 Received a letter from Sophy 11 dated 2nd October--ve.r:y short 

d t Us. ss. an cos· Called to see the Browns. 

11 Colonel B,,, returned to Cobourgo Called to see us. 

12 Miss Susan Brown called--also Mr. and Mrs. Holland--very fine 

day--took a walk--

13 • Sunday--not very wel~. 

14 Wind and snow--very busy at homea 

15 Blowing very hard--had a goose for dinner very well cooked? 

"~.9.!:L.1.-~J!!Y!,...ill,'i -- I am getting a very good cook--my 

last loaf is bad owing to the cold weather--we can get no 

milk for love or money--here at all events we shall learn to be 

pleased with little--and how to appreciate sgmgor~~ if ever we 

have them again--



16 Received a letter from Sophy of the 18th October--all well--

17 Roby has a bad headache--cold day--thermometer 30 below zero-­

things frozen as we eat and drink them close to a roasting fire--

18 Very busy washinq 9 cooking & etc. Bad headacheo 

19 Mr~ White and Banks called 9 the former on his way to Peterboro'-­

the latter dined and stayed tea with us? also Mro Brown--

2O Sunday -- Very mild day--a thaw 9 and rain in the night--

Too wet to go out--

2O Busy at home--weather continues mild.. Sent a. letter to Papa 

in answer to one from him--also to Colonel F. 

21 Mr. White arrived from Peterboro 0 -- had purchased no land. 

Rather cold- -Mr., and Mrs .. Holland came this way--

24 Called to see Mrsa B. -- took a long walk--in the evening had both 

bad headaches. 

25 Did not go out--mild day and a thaw--

26 Received a most kind letter from Colonel P. also John Bull-­

Rainy day--very mild•--

27 Sunday - Mild day - did not go out--

28 Hea.da,che i1tnd in low spirits---Went to Mrs. Brown for a few 

minutes., 

29 Walked as far as Graham's to see a very pretty young deer-­

also at a cutter - my favourite Miss Brown came up to her 

mother 9 s for a few days --

30 Beautiful day - took a short walk with dear Robyo 

31 Mrse~ Miss & Mre Brown took tea with uso Lovely moonlight 

night--thought of home, the 12.n.gu~ veille and .Ylll Q£..~!! ! 

nothing of the sort here, only poor emigrants talking of 

better days--and thus ends 1835 in wild 7 wooden Canada--



JANUARY 1836 

1 First d~y of another year-~and how passed? -- alone 9 and 

busy--no fond Mother to smile upon me 9 no kind Mother to 

wish me ma.ny retux:·ns of this day--Oh 1 how I miss both 1 tho' 

I have the smiles and Tu ove of a very dear husband0 This 

day remind~ me of home more than any other--it is also the 

month I was borne 

2© Walked as far as Bateson--still mild weathere Roby sent 

a letter to john and his affidavite 

3 Walked and rode to Rice Lake 9 fine day--very fatiguing 

walking in the snowe Perfect solitude is to be found in 

the woods of Canada in winter--not a soand to be heardp not 

a living thing to be seen--all as still as death--the silence 

is really awful., 

4 Damp weather--not well, headache. 

5 Miss Brown called--washing day. Weather still damp--~ad a 

bad night and in low spiritse 

6 Washing day--not cold--Roby has a headachee 

7 Mrse Sharp and family called. Apparently a most kind amiable 

familye Dear Roby still very poorlye 

8 Friday--J.Be -- Very unwell -- Mre Holland dined with us--

Saturday--• 

10 Took a. drive :ln Mr .. Holland 0 s sleighe Cold? unpleasant day 9 

dined here .. 

11 Rode across the River Otonabee as far as Mr. Holland 9 s house, 

very colde 

12 Bad headache all day and night--did not go out .. 



13 Mro Banks came to dinner--Roby advanced 5 ~ for the Bank-­

Miss J o Br own c ame to tea--

14 Not ver y well 9 stayed at home all day0 

1 5 Took a drive in our cutter 9 de lightful s lei ghing--Kitty 

went beautifully- -bought a bear and rac oon skin. Mrse Br own 

calleda 

16 Took a drive to s ee the Cava n Chur ch s Roby has a bad headachee 

17 Sunday - - Roby not well~ did not go out--cold day0 Received 

a John Bull from the Colonele 

18 

19 Took a drive to the post 9 no letterse 

20 Received a long letter from Sophy 7 and one from Johne Roby 

had to r i de 22 miles to get them-- not very well s 

21 £ £ Lend Mro B - 4 - 10 • -- were going to Port Hope 9 but 

snow came on and disappointed us --took a short drivee 

22 Went to Port Hope in our cutter--Drew f or 15 £ G Sent a 

l etter to Sophy about Agnetta, etco 

23 Very cold night and day--called to see Mrso Brown--drove 

to the post. 

24 Drove as far as Brockland--pleasant daye Sophy's last 

letter, gave me too much much joy and sorrow 9 I cannot 

s leep at night. 

Poor Agnetta, I fear she begins to feel that to be out of 

s ight 9 is to be out of mind al s o, she does not write to me-­

and she has no one to advise her? no one to stand her firm 

friend as I have done through good~ and bad report--Sunday 

evening---



27 Wen t to Cobourg in our cutter? beautiful day--called on 

the Banks? and Fau lkners 7 dined with Colonel Brownvs family .. 

My birthday--

28 Left Cobourg for Brighton 24 milesj passed thro 9 Grafton, 

and Colbornep two s mall towns 9 beautiful road all the way 

to Brighton» slept at the latter place--sent a letter to 

Kennedy .. 

29 Rode to see our land in Murray 9 found men stealing the 

pines 

very cold day 9 and disagreeable driv eQ 

30 Started from Brighton at nine, snow and wind all the way to 

Cobourg--half frozen--dined at the Inn and slept theree 

31 Sunday--Left Cobourg at nine 9 called on the Colonel Browns .. 

Lost our way on the plains? went more than 12 miles on 

another road~ stopµe d for an hour at the Banks--poor Kitty 

very tired--arrived in Mona~han at eight in the evening-­

~iss Brown made us some tea, and they all received us avec 

une arni tie ! on ne peut pl us aimable o 'I'hus ends January 

in Cana.da., 

FEBRUARY 

l l'-'ionday--Did not go out 9 Robert drove to the post--a man 

called to buy land--

2 Received a Guernsey Star--also John Bull--
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4 Colder than I ever felt it--Miss Banks came to dinner and tea. 

Mr., Faulkner called. 

5 Fridayp received John Bull 9 from the Colonel--not well J.,B .. -­

dear Roby very busy, had scarcely time to ~~E* eat or drink., 



6 Sent the Guernsey Star, and a letter to Colonel F--Faulkners 

called--not wello 

7 Sunday-- Asked to spend the day with the Faulkners 9 did not 

goj snowing--Roby in low spirits--made me so 1 -- it is 

indeed a dull monotonous life for him 9 and for mee 

10 Wen t to Cobourg in our cutter 9 snowy day--slept at Cobourg-­

Miss Brown took tea th ere with us --

11 Sent a newspaper home, about Sir Johno Left Cobourg 

for Brighton passed through Grafton, Haldimand and Colborne~ 

Slept at Brightono 

12 Roby rode to our land? snowy day, remained alone at the Inn 

very tired and in low spiritse Slept at Brighton, again. 

13 Left Brighton for Cobourg 9 snow all the way, arrived at 

Cobourg at three, made a good tea and went to bed earlyj Roby 

had a headache. Met a very amiable lady at the Inn~ Mrs. 

Shee fro m Seymour. 

14 Arrived home at three p .. mo, the Browns received us very 

kindly, had prayers and went to bed early-- delighted to be 

home againo 

15 Post day no letters j took a s hort drive--mi ld day. 

16 Called at Mrs .. Browns., Worked hard a.11 daye 

17 Drove 24 miles~ bitterly cold--but beautiful sleighinge 

18 A letter from Kennedy, and t~o from our kind friend the 

Colonel0 Major Sharp and son dined with us. 

19 No lettersi que c~ long silence me rend malheureuse 1 

21 Drove as far as ~rsa Bo five mil e s~ thought we would dine 

there 1 did not prepare any dinner at home~ but not a morsel 

was offered us and we had to return home and make dinner-­

so much for Canadian Hospitalityo 

32., 



22 Dined with Mr~ & Mrs® Holland 9 very amiable people--lovely 9 

mild day=-
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23 Major Sharp and family dined here on their way to Peterboro 9
1 

drove to the post 1 disappointed and very uneasy--

24 At home all day--a very rnonotonous 9 dull life to be so much 

alone .. 

25 Received a letter from Jane Matthews 1 bitter cold--

26 Mre Banks called 9 did not go out--fine day 9 but very cold--

27 Made sure of letters 9 none, shed very bitter tears 9 Roby 

had a bad headachee 

28 Took a drive near the OtonabeeG 

29 Colonel Ba called~ large ball at Peterboro'--To me a dull 

day P fuJ. 1 oi~ !:m.r!.£:b. and presentiments of evil., 

MARCH 1836 

l Tuesday - Post day but no letters 9 Colonel Brown callede 

2 Cold day, took a short drive and called to see Mrsa Brown. 

3 Drove to Cobourg in our cutter--called at Colonel Brownvs -­

will never go there again ! Bought a horse 14 f:. , 
1 

Sent a letter to Papa & Sophy about tap~r Land and etca 

Kitty lame, could not walk backe Left her at Bletchers 9 

arrived home at half past ten at night 9 Roby very unwell-­

altogether a very disagreeable day--

4 Drove with our new horse to get Kitty back 9 not pleased with 

the former 9 goes too slow. 

5 Post day 9 God grant I may hear from home-- No letters 9 very 

unhappy .. 

6 Sunday - Roby took a short ride. Did not leave the housee 



7 Not well--at home all day--read the life of the Reverend 

Waugh 9 every word of which is beautiful--

a No letters again--I must bear it witt patience 9 though my 

fears are maddening., 

9 Nr .. Banks and friend o alled 9 also Burnet about a house 9 

could not build one for less than 120 £~ Not well 9 all day 9 

and tired of seeing so many strangers~ 

9 Took a drive with dear Robert 9 mild day and snow .. 

10 Bad cold .. 

11 

12 Sent a letter to Colonel E~ 

12 Received a letter from John, of the 11th January--none from 

home--- al as l 

13 Had prayers, and wrote home® 

26 Very unwelr and in bed, ever since the 15th. 

27 Sunday--Got up for a few hourso Very weak and my legs bad--

28 Much better 9 cooked dinner 9 etc. 

29 Miss Brown called~ such a fine day 9 was tempted to take a 

drive-- post day~ Received a letter from dear Papa and one 

from Agnetta- -Sophy gone to Bath on a visit to Aunt Irving, 

Uncle very 111--made me unhappy, but thank God my parents 

were well. 

Mre Roach called~ 

30 Sent a letter to Agnetta 9 and Robert~s affidavit - - JoBs 

31 

34., 



APRIL lst 2 18~ 

1 Mild day--not well enoughJ to go outo 

2 Rode to the Post 9 which has given me a headache 9 sent a 

letter to Mr., Draper--none from home--very fine day but 

roads very bad--dear Roby does not feel well, and to hear 

him complain makes me truly unhappy--

5 This day last year we sailed from England-- fat:al day ! Miss 

Je Brown passed the day with USs 

7 Expected Mr., & Mrss Holland to dinner 9 did not come--drew 

for £:, . 15., 

8 The Browns~ seven in number came to tea 9 mild day with 

lightning & thunder in the evening a 

9 Rain but mild--dear Roby has a headache again. 

10 Sunday-~-The earth covered with snow--very cold day .. 

~ 11 Miss Brown called- -no letters-- Sent Mro Be -- ~ 5-- Bought 

mocassins and boxes from two Indianse 
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