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Summary information

Repository: Trent University Archives

Title: Trent Staff Association fonds

Reference code: 87-020

Date: 1972-1987 (creation)

Physical description: 42 cm of textual records

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

The Secretarial and Office Staff Advisory Committee (SOSAC), the Trent Staff Council (TSC), and the
Trent Staff Association (TSA) were the forerunners of the Trent Local of the Ontario Public Service
Employees Union (OPSEU). SOSAC was formed as a standing committee to advise the Vice-President
on general policy concerning the terms and conditions of employment, classifications and salary scales for
members of the University’s secretarial and office staff. In 1978, an organization representing university
staff was established under the name of Trent Staff Council. The TSC was organized to represent the needs
of staff in matters of common concern. The council was made up of scientific support staff, library support
staff, services and buildings, housekeeping, secretarial and office staff, and administrative staff. In the
spring of 1980, in response to a mandate from staff to Trent Staff Council to form an association to seek
formal recognition by the University of the Association as the bargaining agent for all positions which are
occupied by any member of the Association, in all matters related to terms and conditions of employment,
the Trent Staff Association was created. In 1993, staff members voted to become unionized under the Trent
Local of the Ontario Public Service Employees Union (OPSEU)

Scope and content

The SOSAC and the TSC records cover the years 1972-1980. The TSA records cover the years 1978-1987
and include correspondence, minutes, the constitution and by-laws, appointments, etc.

Notes

Immediate source of acquisition

Fonds includes records forwarded to the Archives by SOSAC and TSC.
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Arrangement

Files are arranged chronologically, rather than by organization (SOSAC, TSC), as some files relate to joint
initiatives.

Restrictions on access

Restricted.

Note [General]

Accession was previous called RG 12 - Support Staff Associations, but was assigned an accession number
(87-020) in April 2024.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Access points

• Textual records (documentary form)
• Trent University (subject)
• Labour (subject)
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