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23-010 CASNP Library Services collection

Summary information

Repository: Trent University Archives

Title: CASNP Library Services collection

Reference code: 23-010

Date: 196 - 9172 (creation)

Physical description: 1.33 m of textual records (4 boxes)

Administrative history / Biographical sketch

Note

The Canadian Association in Support of Native Peoples is an association of natives and non-natives in
support of natives. It was originally established in 1957 under the name of the National Commission on
the Indian Canadian and was a non-native organization created to study the "Indian problem". The first
chairman of the Commission was Mrs. W.H. Clark. By February 1958 it had become apparent that the
problems of the native peoples were much more complex than first anticipated, and it was decided to
involve aboriginal peoples in the Commission to help find viable solutions. In 1960, the Indian-Eskimo
Association was incorporated, with Mrs. Clark as the first president. The I.E.A. had several functions
which included encouraging native leaders to form organizations, fund-raising, organizing workshops
to discuss native housing, community and economic development, and providing advice and support
in legal matters. Also, provincial and regional divisions were created to help deal with specific native
issues, not just native problems on a general level. By 1968, several national and provincial native
organizations had been organized. In September of the same year, leaders of the native organizations
met with representatives of the I.E.A. to discuss the future role of the Association. It was agreed that
the native organizations still needed the I.E.A.'s support, but that they should begin to deal directly
with governments, without the I.E.A. acting as the middleman. It was clear that the future of the I.E.A.
was to provide only support and advice to the developing native organizations. In 1972, many of the
recommendations made in 1968 had come into effect. The name was changed to the Canadian Association
in Support of Native Peoples to reflect the new functions of the Association more accurately. At this time,
regional offices of the Association were closed, and the head office moved from Toronto to Ottawa. The
Association dissolved in 2015.

Scope and content

This collection consists of files including newspaper clippings, press releases, reports, speeches,
bibliographies, biographies, stories, and letters pertaining to Indigenous peoples, distributed by the Canadian
Association in Support of Native Peoples (C.A.S.N.P.) for their Library Services.
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23-010 CASNP Library Services collection

Notes

Immediate source of acquisition

Material was previously kept in the Native Studies Reading Room in the Bata Library, and transferred to
the Archives in 2023.

Restrictions on access

None.

Note [General]

Language used on original folders has been maintained for context.

Other notes

• Publication status: Published

Access points

• Textual records (documentary form)
• Indigenous Studies (subject)
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